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The Connecticut Water Works Association (CWWA), a trade association of municipal, private, and regional water companies, supports Section 2 of HB-5153, AN ACT CONCERNING MINOR REVISIONS TO DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION RELATED STATUTES.
Sections 2 of HB-5153 clarifies that land subject to conservation restrictions set forth in the deed may continue to be eligible for funding under the state’s Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Program (OSWA) under certain conditions. This will ensure that additional land parcels may be eligible for funding under the program and the existing deed restrictions will be subordinate to DEEP’s conservation easement. 
As stewards of the environment and water resources, Connecticut’s water companies are committed to providing residents and businesses with safe, high quality public water supplies at a reasonable cost. This includes developing and implementing source water protection programs to protect the purity and adequacy of Connecticut’s approximately 4,000 surface and groundwater drinking water supply sources.
Recognizing the critical importance of protecting Connecticut’s source waters to meet current and future drinking water demands, water companies are eligible under the state’s Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program for assistance in acquiring land to be classified as Class I or Class II water supply property. Such properties are preserved in perpetuity through permanent conservation easements to ensure that the property remains in pristine condition for water supply purposes.
Thank you for your consideration. 

The Connecticut Water Works Association, Inc. (CWWA) is an association of private, municipal, and regional public water supply utilities serving more than 500,000 customers, or population of about 2½ million people, located throughout Connecticut.   
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