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Celebrate Drinking Water Week

Hartford, CT, May 1, 2024 – The Connecticut Section of the American Water Works Association (CTAWWA) and the Connecticut Water Works Association (CWWA) are celebrating Drinking Water Week 2024 from May 5 – May 11 to raise awareness about the vital role of drinking water in everyday life. 

“Drinking Water Week is an opportunity to recognize the vital role that water plays in our daily lives. Many of us take safe, clean drinking water for granted and do not understand the tremendous amount of work that goes into delivering water to meet the needs of residents and businesses,” said Romana Longo, Executive Director, CTAWWA.

“Getting water from the source to the tap involves a wide range of professionals who work tirelessly to provide customers with safe, reliable water at a reasonable cost,” Longo said. 

“Water keeps us clean and healthy, fights fires, and sustains our environment. Water is also essential in supporting a wide range of businesses, including agriculture, hospitals and healthcare institutions, manufacturing, and restaurants,” Longo added. 

“Connecticut’s water utilities are committed to providing safe, reliable drinking water to meet the state’s public health, safety, agricultural, and economic development needs,” said CWWA Executive Director Elizabeth Gara. 

“Water utilities are facing considerable challenges in replacing aging infrastructure and upgrading treatment and distribution systems to meet state and federal regulatory requirements. Testing and remediating PFAS contamination, replacing lead service lines, and upgrading aging infrastructure to improve efficiency and resiliency are critical to providing the public with safe, high quality drinking water,” Gara explained. 

“Although Connecticut is receiving federal funding to assist water utilities in meeting these regulatory challenges, ongoing capital investment is needed to ensure the continued availability of safe, high quality drinking water in our communities.”

“Given the significant costs associated with upgrading treatment and distribution systems and the tremendous benefit to public health, the environment and our state and local economies, water infrastructure investment must continue to be a top priority,” Gara said.

###


CTAWWA is dedicated to the promotion of the state’s public health and welfare by assuring drinking water of unquestionable quality and sufficient quantity. 

CWWA promotes public policies that ensure the availability of reliable, high quality public water supplies to meet the state’s public health, safety, agricultural, and economic development needs. 

Our members include private, municipal, and regional water utilities serving approximately 2½ million people throughout Connecticut.  







