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Hillhouse High School Graduate Awarded Scholarship

Aquinnah Machesney, a 2024 graduate of Hillhouse High School in New Haven, CT was recently awarded a scholarship by the Connecticut Water Works Association (CWWA) and the CT Section of the American Water Works Association (AWWA). 
Machesney, who plans on pursuing a degree in Environmental Science, was selected to receive the award in recognition of her outstanding academic achievement and interest in issues affecting the state’s water resources. 
“One essential element that my mom and I depend on when we go backpacking is access to safe sources of drinking water to filter and fill our bottles with. Locating reliable creeks, springs, and streams is not just a necessity for our hydration and survival but represents a lifeline for every species and organism inhabiting the area,” noted Machesney in her scholarship application.
These experiences with nature have inspired her to study environmental science in college and become an ecologist. “As an ecologist, I want to focus on protecting and restoring fragile water-based ecosystems, like wetlands and areas along rivers and streams,” said Machesney.
“We are honored to present this scholarship to Aquinnah given her academic success and her appreciation for the importance of protecting the environment and water resources,” said Dan Lawrence, Aquarion Water Company, and President of CWWA.  
“There are many rewarding careers in water and environmental related professions that serve a vital role in protecting the state’s water resources and meeting the public health and safety needs of our communities,” Lawrence added. 
Attachment: Photo – left to right, Hillhouse High School Principal Antoine Billy, Aquinnah Machesney, Tom Barter, Regional Water Authority and Kevin Schwabe, Connecticut Water Company. 
CWWA is a trade association of investor-owned, municipal, and regional water utilities dedicated to promoting and achieving effective state policies to ensure the continued availability of reliable, safe, high quality drinking water to meet the public health, safety, and economic developments needs of the state. 
CTAWWA is an association of more than 600 water industry professionals dedicated to the promotion of public health and welfare by assuring drinking water of unquestionable quality and sufficient quantity. 
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